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CHAMP SETS
SIGHTS ON
US MISSION

HARD
YAKKA

f.l'l';lf

Geelong’s Phill Hulands got the boxing "W//f/ %
bug,andit not only turned his life i :
around but made himinto a champion.
Just weeks after the wheelchair
boxerwon the Australian Adaptive
Boxing Council’s first championship
belt, the man known as ‘The Boxing
Yak’ now has aboutin Americain his
sights next year, declaring let’s ‘bring
back Virginia’s belt’.
MEG SAULTRY REPORTS P53
Pictures: Brad Fleet

BRINGING BITE

THOMSON SIGNS EX-BULLDOG AS SENIOR COACH

2024, with the high- Street and believe his experi- ren, Charlotte and Zac, as they
light a 30-second ence, football knowledge and become part of the Thomson
knockout in his commitment to player devel- Tigers family. We look forward

Dan Batten Since then the 33-year-old He will now re-
has held various coachingroles place renowned
Western Bulldogs premiership  over the past six years in the former Thomson

player Clay Smith hassignedas VAFA, Western league, Cen- coach Paul third pro- opment will be invaluable as to welcoming the whole family
senior coach of Thomson, in a tral Highlands competition Lynch, who will  fessional fight. we look to build a strong and to the club and making them
bumper addition for the Tigers. and in the Western Australian lead Smith’s for- Thomson said successful future for the Thom- feel at home at Godfrey St.
Smith (pictured) slotted 43  Goldfields. mer club Ballan it was thrilled to son Tigers,” the club wrote on “We look forward to work-
goals in 55 matches, including Smith led Point Cook to a in2027. land a coach of social media. ing with Clay as we embark on
the 2016 flag, playing with the grand final appearance as sen- The former Bull- Smith’s standing. “We would also like to ex- this exciting new chapter for
Bulldogs from 2012-2018. He ior coach from 2023-24, and dog also entered the “We are excited to tendawarmwelcometo Clay’s our club, our players and our
retired early due to injury. took the reins at Ballanin 2025.  world of professional boxingin  welcome Clay to Godfrey partner, Jade, and their child- wider football community.”

Geelong Venom star Maddy
B A S K E T B A I- I- Roccihascredited coach Cheryl

Chambers for helping keep her

emotionsincheckduring
= Thursday night’s103-90 loss to

the Tasmania Jewels.

In her debut for her new
WNBL club, Rocci finished with a

game-high 33 points as the
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